FLFT Grand Prix 
The day started with unexpected rain that was not in the forecast. When I checked the forecast on Friday there was not supposed to be any rain until Saturday around 4 and clear on Sunday with some overcast. When I went outside at 5:30 Saturday morning it had been raining already and I knew the zeroing targets were going to be soaked. I thought it wasn’t going to rain until 4PM so the match would be good. I opened the zeroing at 7:30 AM and about a half hour later it started to rain again. Damn, we just have to deal with it. I had Paul Manketlow look up the radar forecast and it had shown a heavy rain moving in from the east which is very unusual for Rochester. The weather is usually from the west. But the match must go on. 
I had the zero line open for over 2 hours so people could check their zero, work out any bugs they had and to get rid of all their bad shots before the match. I put out A LOT of shooting paper out so all the shooters could get their zero and all other yardages by shooting straight on or shooting across the field. I hate it when I show up to an event and the zeroing area has just a few papers out. I know you are all saying that I should have everything set before I get to the match but I shoot a springer so it always changes. I had a safety meeting and sent the shooters down to the woods course. 
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Overall things started out fairly well after I had to clear some branches that had sagged down from the rain on a lane. We started off shooting and the rain eventually quit and the heat set in. Hot and muggy but the score cards dried out ½ way through the match. I wound up having a few cold lines during the match which was very frustrating to me and I am sure it was to the shooters as well. On lane 1 the near target wound up having 2 cold lines called for the string getting caught on the bolt of the target. I had a cold line on 2 different lanes for a target that couldn’t be seen, once for foliage in the way and once for a target that was too low for a short shooter that was sitting on a bag. A match director (me) hates this because it slows things down and gets the shooters rhythm off. Sorry shooters. I worked really hard on the course and thought I had things set but Murphy’s Law was at hand. I made 2 full courses for the rifle shoot and another course for the pistol shoot. One course was in the woods and I had another course in the field. I also had the pistol course in the woods.
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 I did not have a very good shoot myself but others did REALLY good. I thought that Paul Cray was going to clear the course as ½ way through I was told that he was clear for misses. I was near him at one point while he was at the standing lane and was set to shoot. He made a mistake that we all have made at least once and wound up losing a shot. Apparently that was the 2nd time that day for the mistake so he was really kicking himself. 
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Most shooters seem to be having a good time and I received many compliments for target placement and course layout. The woods course had a Troyer of 30.11 but with the caliber of shooters that were there in WFTF they made short work of it. There were 10 Hunter PCP shooters at 50 or above on the first day, and all four WFTF PCP shooters were above 50. Evidently a 30.11 Troyer is child’s play to these shooters. Once all shooters were all done they helped me pull the targets that were not for the pistol shoot and we went up to the tables where the score board was displayed or up to the main building to eat. I got all the pistol shooters together; we decided a time to have the pistol shoot and we met at the tables again for a safety meeting. When the meeting was over we went down to the woods course. The Troyer on the pistol course was at a 35.45 and the shooters enjoyed the target placement. 
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Here are the day 1 results. There are some really high scores here. Paul Cray was holding the high score at this point only to be matched with Tom Himes. I only wish I had the skills these two hold. Seeing Paul at his standing shots was frightening. If I didn’t know better you would have thought he was a statue.
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Day 2 started out really nice. Weather was good and people were on the sighting line.
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The sight in line thinned out before the time to move to the lanes, but I waited until the time I had indicated on my schedule just in case there was a necessity for someone to get to the line at the last minute. I had the safety meeting and sent the groups off to the lanes in the field. This time I made sure that I didn’t start anyone on the standing or kneeling lanes. Things were going good for most of the first half of the shoot and then I had to call a cold line because a target was pulled hard enough to become angled away from the shooter. I fixed it and we were hot again. A little later I was called to a lane where I intentionally made a target in a dark environment for the shooter. The target was in a box under a shrub. The shooter that called me over said that he couldn’t see the target so I had to fix it. At this point were halfway through the match and half of the shooters had shot the target. I said the target might be challenging visually, but the others shooters had shot it successfully without any problem. The shooter replied that he couldn’t see the target and it needed to be fixed. Then he said he wanted me to look at it through his scope to see if I could see it.  I sat down and looked through his scope and I could more than ½ of the kill zone outline and the outline of the target. I said that I could see it and it should be shot and his reply was again that he couldn’t see it so it should be replaced or lightened. My choices were limited because the target was not malfunctioning and I could see the target; I couldn’t change the lighting on the target now for one shooter after ½ of the people had shot the target. I said the target was fine and the shooter insisted that I was wrong about being able to see the target.  So I offered to shoot the target with the shooter’s gun and scope to prove that it could be seen and successfully knocked over. I was already holding the shooter’s gun and scope as well as sitting in his seat so I had him load a pellet into his gun. I actually had not shot this type of gun before and I didn’t know the procedure to load it. So he put the pellet in and I lined up the shot…. pulled the trigger and the target went down. He and his team mates asked if it went down and I said yes. Then told them to listen as I pulled up the target and they all said that they heard it. One even said “so it does work” so I knew at that point the shooter would be OK as I used his gun, his scope and sat on his seat to successfully hit the target down. So my remark was that the target could be seen and is good. The shooter’s reply took me off guard as he said, “Well you know what the target is so you know where to shoot”. I had to again just say that the target was good, that it could be seen and walk away. I never intended to make the shooter mad and I would never put a target in play that I myself couldn’t shoot so I was unsure what to think of the ordeal. The shooter is a good shooter and a smart man so I continued wondering if I could have done something different to prove to him that the target was good. 
Later in the match another shooter said that he was protesting a target. Of course it had to be the one in the dark box. This shooter was a Martial at another range and I asked him to be a martial at this shoot so I didn’t have to run every time someone called for a Martial. The shooter said he could see the target fine, so that wasn’t the issue. He said the target was not falling when he knows he hit the paddle. So both he and I went out (I had asked him to be a Martial after all) to the target to look at it and I thought it was fine and he said it wasn’t. Again, I considered my choices of either leaving the target in play or simply changing the target. The shooter was Paul Cray, so when he says he hit the paddle I have to believe him (as he already said that he could see the target fine). So because the shooter protested the target itself and not that he couldn’t see the target I made the choice to replace the target. I replaced the target with one that was still a 1” kill zone target, still in the same dark box with the same placement and the same color. Paul hit down the target both times. I didn’t change the target because the target couldn’t be seen or because Paul Cray was behind the trigger. I changed the target because the shooter called a protest on the target’s function and because it was possible that the target did malfunction.  When I got back to the line I called hot line and the other 2 shooters on his squad asked if they could shoot the target again. I said no and they asked why. I said that Paul had called a protest on the target because he hit the paddle and it didn’t go down. If they had called the protest when they shot, then they would have had the opportunity to re shoot the target. They did not protest, so they must not have thought that they hit the paddle. There was discussion about my choice for several minutes in that group and I know it didn’t sit right with them but if I allowed them to reshoot the target then under the same logic, every shooter would have had the right to re shoot the target. I could have pulled the target and said that everyone gets the target but then it changes the placement of every shooter that rightfully missed the target. It would move a shooter that missed the target up another point or possibly two and that isn’t right either. Right before the totals were added on the board the man that couldn’t see the target in the dark box came up to me and asked if I was going to give the points for the target that he couldn’t see and I said no. His response was that that it was ******* ridiculous and he walked away. I never intended to upset any shooter. I want us to all come out and shoot the best we can on that day without any problems on the course.
I have now had the opportunity to see the other side of the score board where the match director sits. I have never been the match director before. I was always the assistant so I didn’t have to make the hard decisions. Now it all fell to me and I really didn’t like it. I don’t want to be the guy to piss off a shooter because it doesn’t go his way but I had to be that guy this time. I still think I made the right decision in both situations but it bothers me that I made a shooter upset that day and therefor wouldn’t have a good time shooting. Well, I will put my big boy pants back on and go forward. 
So the rest of the shoot went ok other than a target that decided to lose the nut holding the target and spring to the stand. Nathan Thomas told me after he shot that the target was falling sideways so I had to replace the target before it went any further. 
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After the shoot was over and the scores tallied Greg Vaughan and Tom Himes were tied at 110 for 2nd place. So it was time for a shoot off. I set a 3/8 target out at around 20 yards and these 2 shooters went through this volley of shots for 9 different sets with the target form 20 yards out to around 37 yards. In the end the last shot was made with Tom hitting the 3/8 target at around 33 yards and Greg not being able to answer the hit. 
In the end the scores were:
Hunter PCP:
1st Dennis Himes
2nd Tom Himes
3rd Greg Vaughan
WFTF PCP:
1st Paul Cray
2nd John Eroh
3rd Tom Holland
WFTF PISTON: (only 2 shooters)
1st Lio Gonzales
2nd Nathan Thomas
HUNTER PISTON:
1st Greg Shirhall
2nd Paul Manketlow
OPEN: (only 2 shooters)
1st Brian VanLiew
2nd Keith Walters
Pistol Limited: (only 2 shooters)
1st Nathan Thomas
PISTOL HUNTER:
1st Brian VanLiew
2nd Dan Putz
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Thank you all for attending and for the compliments that you gave me during and after the match. I am glad that I was able to run the match for all of you, and hope you had a good time.
Eric Brewer
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1 Near 1 1 22.0

34.65 34.65

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 30.0 31.50 31.50

2 Near 1/2 1/2 15.0

47.25 47.25

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 31.0 32.55 32.55

3 Near 1/2 1/2 14.0

44.10 44.10

Med

Far 3/4 3/4 21.0 44.10 44.10

4

Near 1/2 1/2 15.0

47.25 47.25

Med

Far 3/4 3/4 23.0 48.30 48.30

5 Near 1/2 1/2 14.0

44.10 44.10

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 31.0 32.55 32.55

6 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 14.0 x

25.73 25.73

Standing Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 25.0 x 45.94 45.94

7 Near 1 1 22.0

34.65 34.65

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 32.0 33.60 33.60

8 Near 1 1 16.0

25.20 25.20

Med

Far 3/4 3/4 22.0 46.20 46.20

9 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 26.0

27.30 27.30

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 29.0 30.45 30.45

10 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 19.0

19.95 19.95

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 21.0 22.05 22.05
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1 Near 3/8 3/8 12.0

32.00 32.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 55.0

41.25 41.25

2

Near 1 1 27.0

27.00 27.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 40.0 26.67 26.67

3 Near 1 1 18.0 x

27.00 27.00

Kneeling Med

Far 1 1 22.0 x 33.00 33.00

4 Near 1/2 1/2 17.0

34.00 34.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 54.0

40.50 40.50

5 Near 3/4 3/4 27.0

36.00 36.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 53.0

39.75 39.75

6 Near 1 1 20.0 x

35.00 35.00

Standing Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 32.0 x 37.33 37.33

7 Near 3/8 3/8 18.0

48.00 48.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 48.0

36.00 36.00

8

Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 41.0

27.33 27.33

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 52.0 39.00 39.00

9 Near 1 1 32.0 x

40.00 32.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 51.0

38.25 38.25

10 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 35.0

23.33 23.33

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 43.0

28.67 28.67

11 Near 1/2 1/2 14.0

28.00 28.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 38.0

25.33 25.33

12 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 31.0

20.67 20.67

Med

Far 1 1 39.0

39.00 39.00

13 Near 1 1 29.0

29.00 29.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 41.0

27.33 27.33

14 Near 3/8 3/8 13.0

34.67 34.67

Med

Far 1 1 41.0

41.00 41.00

15 Near 3/8 3/8 18.0

48.00 48.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 35.0 23.33 23.33

 yds
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1 Near 1 1 22.0

22.00 22.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 47.0

35.25 35.25

2

Near 1/2 1/2 15.0

30.00 30.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 51.0 38.25 38.25

3 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 39.0

26.00 26.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 53.0 39.75 39.75

4 Near 3/4 3/4 23.0

30.67 30.67

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 51.0

38.25 38.25

5 Near 1/2 1/2 14.0

28.00 28.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 53.0

39.75 39.75

6 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 27.0 x

31.50 31.50

Standing Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 36.0 x 42.00 42.00

7 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 22.0 x

22.00 22.00

Kneeling Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 41.0 x 41.00 41.00

8

Near 3/4 3/4 22.0

29.33 29.33

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 54.0 40.50 40.50

9 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 26.0

17.33 17.33

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 39.0

26.00 26.00

10 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 19.0

12.67 12.67

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 45.0

30.00 30.00

11 Near 1 1 22.0

22.00 22.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 41.0

27.33 27.33

12 Near 1/2 1/2 20.0

40.00 40.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 39.0

26.00 26.00

13 Near 1 1/2 1 1/2 27.0

18.00 18.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 50.0

37.50 37.50

14 Near 1 1 24.0

24.00 24.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 49.0

36.75 36.75

15 Near 1 1 26.0

26.00 26.00

Med

Far 1 1/2 1 1/2 36.0 24.00 24.00

 yds

30 11 1 1/2 1.28 34.43
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