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The Sport and its History 
by: Jack Kirkendoll 

Airgun Field Target shooting got its start in the early 1980’s in the U.K., and by the mid 
1980’s had spread to California and Florida, almost simultaneously.   
Florida hosted the first U.S. Championship in 1987, in West Palm Beach, and the 
AAFTA was established soon after for the sole purpose of fostering the sport, and 
helping it grow larger. For many years a small, “hardcore”, group of air gunners trekked 
to each year’s “Nationals” bonding personal relationships with one another, and in-
between, forming new Field Target clubs across America. The process was painfully 
slow, and even today, without major corporate sponsorships, such as Remington, 
Winchester, and other such corporations that provide advertising and funding for major 
matches of other shooting sports, AAFTA has had to rely entirely on the individual clubs 
that make it up for funding. 
Yet, today, AAFTA consists of nearly 60 clubs across the North American continent that 
hold regular weekly or monthly matches among themselves, and still holds the U.S. 
Championship match every year, as well as several World Championships in the Past 
21 years at varying venues. 
Airgun Field Target is responsible for a wide range of technological innovations for air 
gunners in general, including pre-charged air rifles, match quality pellets, and a plethora 
of high-quality riflescopes.  There are many more manufacturers of high-quality air rifles 
and scopes than we had 21 years ago, many of whom are catering directly to the sport 
of Airgun Field Target. 
Airgun Field Target shooting is about reading the range to the target and adjusting your 
aim based on the pellet’s trajectory from 10 to 55 yards.  Shooters must be capable of 
grouping shots in as little as 3/8” at short distances, and 1” at the longest range.  
Shooting is done in squads of two or three people and provides opportunities to make 
new friends, and to learn from more experienced shooters. 
We’ve tried to keep the rules of field target shooting to a minimum, as you can see from 
the Handbook.  We don’t have a lot of classes, but there is a class for everyone from 
the most competitive, to the beginner. 
In this handbook you will find the rules as regulated by the AAFTA to help match 
directors hold local matches at your club as well as contact information for the current 
members of the Board of Governors. If you have any questions, they will be more than 
happy to hear from you. 
Just remember, the object of air gun field target shooting is involvement and 
camaraderie. Whether or not you ever desire to compete in regional or national 
matches, you can enjoy this new sport with your club, or just a few friends in a 
safe shooting location.  The most important thing is to enjoy airgunning by 
shooting as often as you can. Good shooting! 
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Award for Meritorious Achievement 
Every organization is obligated to recognize from time to time certain individuals whose contributions 
toward its goals exceed the standards that it has established for itself. The Board of Governors hereby 
resolves that "The AAFTA Award for Meritorious Achievement" will henceforth serve to acknowledge 
those who have made outstanding contributions toward the promotion of Airgun Field Target Shooting in 
the United States. 

1993  Bob Peiser 
1999  Rodney Boyce 
2000  Jack Kirkendoll 
2005  Brad Troyer 
2008  Cliff Smith 
2015  Ron Carlson 
2022  Roz Sumpter 

AAFTA By-Laws 
Article	I	–	Name	

The name of this organization shall be the American Airgun Field Target Association (hereinafter 
referred to as AAFTA). 

Article	II	–	Purpose	
The American Airgun Field Target Association is established for the purpose of promoting field target 
shooting clubs in the United States. 

To accomplish this objective, AAFTA commits itself to establish a set of Rules and Guidelines so that 
participants may compete in regional and national competitions in a manner fair to all. 

To provide these Rules and Guidelines to affiliated clubs in the interest of creating a standard among 
all members. 

To assist affiliated clubs in conducting regional and national competitions governed by the Rules and 
Guidelines. 

To further the sport of Airgun Field Target Shooting in the United States by encouraging gentlemanly 
conduct, safety, fairness, and participation by all members. 

To promote airgun shooting as a healthy and recreational activity to the general public. 

Article	III	–	Membership	
The membership of AAFTA will be comprised of affiliated clubs within the United States which desire 
to shoot airgun field targets. 

A. A member shall consist of a club with at least two members, which applies for membership, 
and is accepted by the Board of Governors. 

B. Member clubs must hold at least one field target match per year strictly following the AAFTA 
Rules and Guidelines to remain in good standing. 

C. Upon acceptance by the Board of Governors, clubs will be issued a certificate of membership 
to AAFTA. 



5 
 

D. Members are required to submit to AAFTA, match results from sanctioned matches. 
Members are encouraged to submit all match results to AAFTA and are further encouraged 
to submit information on club activities and match publicity to local, regional, and national 
news sources. 

Article	IV	–	Responsibilities	to	Affiliates	
Affiliates are responsible for their own affairs, to include safety, club organization, disputes among 
members, dissemination of information, liability, and conduct in shooting activities. AAFTA will 
endeavor to assist clubs as requested, and to maintain, as the National Standard, the AAFTA Rules 
and Guidelines for field target shooting. AAFTA will designate the site for the U.S. Field Target 
Championship each year and will provide the trophies for the National Champions. 

Article	V	–	Dues	
There shall be $50.00 per annum dues, due in January of each year, for an AAFTA member club. 
The dues will be used to support Field Target shooting through publicity, promotional materials and 
maintain the AAFTA website. AAFTA will remain a non-profit organization.  A member whose dues 
have been received by the AAFTA treasurer shall be considered a “member in good standing” for that 
year, while a member not having paid its dues will have its status changed to “associate member”, as 
defined in the section “Associate Membership” of the AAFTA handbook, by March of the year for 
which dues were to be paid. 

Article	VI	–	Meetings	
A. The annual meeting of the association shall be held at the U.S. Championship Match each year 

with the general membership that is present. 

B. Regular Meetings. The regular meetings for business of the association shall be held at such 
times and places as may be fixed by the Board of Governors. 

C. Two-thirds Majority Vote. Issues brought before the members at the annual meeting will be 
decided by two-thirds vote of those present, to include proxy votes. 

Article	VII	–	Board	of	Governors	
The Board of Governors shall be responsible for the business affairs of AAFTA and shall enforce and 
regulate the Rules and Guidelines referred to in these By-Laws. 

The Board of Governors consists of six members, with two members elected for three-year terms 
each year.  Elections for the Board of Governors shall be held at the annual meeting of the 
association. 

Members in good standing and current members of the Board of Governors can nominate candidates 
for election.  All candidate nominations must be communicated to the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of 
the board no later than 60 days before the annual meeting of the association. 

A proxy ballot sheet listing all nominated candidates for that year’s election will be mailed to all 
members in good standing no later than 40 days before the annual meeting of the association. 

At the annual meeting of the association the election will be held by each member in good standing 
casting one vote each for two candidates.  Votes are cast in secret and in person by the appointed 
representative of a member at the annual meeting of the association. 

Should the representative of a member not be able to attend in person, the member’s representative 
can authorize in writing another person to cast the member’s votes, or the member can vote by 
mailing the proxy ballot sheet with votes indicated next to the names of three listed candidates.  The 
vote by ballot sheet must be mailed to the Chairman of the Board of Governors no later than 15 days 
before the annual meeting. 

The candidates receiving the most votes will become members of the Board of Governors on the first 
of January following the election.  In case of a tied vote, the tie will be resolved by each member 
representative present at the annual meeting casting one vote for one of the candidates in the tie.  
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Should this result in another tied vote, the Chairman of the Board of Governors will resolve the tie 
with his vote. 

Should a member of the Board of Governors resign, or for any reason not be able to fulfill his tenure, 
a replacement will be appointed by a majority vote of the remaining members of the Board of 
Governors. 

The Board of Governors will consist of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and a Secretary-Treasurer 
elected by a majority vote of the Board in addition to the other three members-at-large.. 

Any member of the Board of Governors may be suspended or expelled for any cause deemed 
enough by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the Board of Governors. 

Article	VIII	–	Representatives	
Each member club of AAFTA will appoint a representative whose purpose will be to handle all 
business between the Board of Governors and his member club. 

Article	IX	–	Rules	and	Guidelines	
The Rules and Guidelines of AAFTA shall be established by the Board of Governors. 

Article	X	–	Suspension	or	Expulsion	
Any member may be suspended or expelled from AAFTA for any cause deemed sufficient by the 
Board of Governors by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the general membership present at the annual 
meeting of the association. 

Article	XI	–	Amendments	
Amendments may be proposed to entire articles of these By-Laws by any member at the annual 
meeting. Such proposed amendments must be submitted to the Board of Governors for approval. 
After the Board of Governors approves any amendment, they must be acted upon by the AAFTA 
membership at the next annual meeting. A two-thirds vote of the general membership will be 
necessary for its passage. 

An amendment to a section of an article may be proposed by any member. Such proposed 
amendments must be submitted to the Board of Governors for approval. After its approval by the 
Board of Governors, it must be acted upon at the next annual meeting. A two-thirds vote of the 
members present will be necessary for its passage. 

Code	of	Ethics	
Fitness to Serve as an AAFTA Governor 

1. Each Governor is a representative of AAFTA and shall not by word, act, or omission create even 
a perception of impropriety in the conduct of official duties. 

2. No Governor, in order to further his own economic interests or those of any other person, shall 
directly or indirectly use his office for pecuniary purposes. 

3. Removal of a Governor for violation of these ethical standards shall be by majority vote of the 
remaining Governors. 

Associate	Membership	
Individuals 

Individuals may register as AAFTA Associate Members. Voting rights are allocated only to clubs.  

Clubs or Associations 
The Board of Governors resolves that foreign clubs and associations may join AAFTA as an 
Associate Member Club or Association. This no cost service may be taken advantage of by putting 
your request in writing and, upon acceptance by the Board of Governors, your club or association will 
be issued a Certificate of Associate Club/Association Membership. This membership, like the 
individual AAFTA Associate Member, carries no voting privileges. 
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AAFTA Calendar 
The AAFTA Calendar will lock-in certain dates each year for the major field target shooting events. The 
World Championships, The United States Championships and major Regional’s will all have top priority 
when the dates are chosen for these events. 

 

 
 


