2023 Nevada State Field Target Championship & AAFTA Grand Prix

The toughest field target match in the world entered its ninth year in 2023, a tradition of
pain started by Lonnie Smith in 2015 continues for competitors and match directors
alike.

With an average elevation of 5800' above sea level the course offers angle and wind
conditions not seen since Larry Durham's matches at his estate in Temecula, California,
setting up and shooting this course is a grind both mentally and physically.

Each competitor was given a dog tag with a target on one side and the match year on
the other, a memento of appreciation for their participation.

The winter season brought a record amount of snow in and above Horse Canyon with
water and subsequent erosion not seen since the property was purchased. Northern
Nevada's thunderstorm season was in full effect with lighting and thunder day after day.

A week or two prior to the match we set out with an excavator and skid steer to move
some earth and rocks. A turnout/turn around was added below the pistol course (above
the third stream crossing) and the makeshift parking/camping area was regraded and
expanded. Lonnie Smith graciously donate for the heavy equipment rental, Chris and |
put in the labor. With each bucket of dirt removed we quickly realized that it would take
a few hours of shovel and rake work to get out the smaller rocks and smooth everything
out.

Part of the heavy equipment work included creating a more substantial/easy to navigate
stream crossing between the upper and lower rifle courses. We added a four foot tall
wire fence and filled the down stream side with large boulders and the up stream side
with the few tons of rocks we took from the parking lot excavation.

In order to make the stream crossings more amenable to passenger vehicles we
judiciously cleared the collector leaving just enough water to run over the upper
crossing (the area between the upper and lower rifle courses). Having some water
running down the creek adds to the ambiance of the locale.

Setting up the courses was pretty quick this year. From unboxing of the targets,
painting, mounting and setting everything with strings took the two us about eight hours.
We had painted the rocks at the shooting line on the previous trip and flagged all the
target poles to cut back on the amount of work we would need to accomplish the week
of the match.

The pistol and rifle courses were pretty much the same as the previous year with some
small alterations.



Friday- Pistol Match

We held off on the start of the pistol match to allow a few of the participants to arrive.
The weather was forgiving although some dark and foreboding clouds passed
overhead. Towards the end of the match it started to sprinkle with the sun shining out
under the clouds to the west, a very beautiful sight.

One competitor shot a target on another lane, a similar thing happened last year. For
the next one we will likely put lane/target numbers on the targets. | used short orange
cones with 5" tall reflective address numbers for lane markers this year, | think the
smaller numbers would do well for target numbers.

We had twelve pistol entrants this year with four shooting in the 30's. Wayne Burns and
Randy Ebersole battled in Hunter finishing within a shot of each other. Cameron Kerndt
and Scott Hull has a similar battle in Limited pistol with only a shot between them.

Hunter Pistol

Wayne Burns- 34
Randy Ebersole- 33
Thane Thayer- 26

Lonnie Smith- 25
Walter Hoppe- 25
Eric McCormick- 22
John Knapp- 16
Vince Pacheco- 12
Ron Jobbes- 9

Total number of shots- 40 (10 lanes, 20 targets, two shots each target).

Saturday- Rifle Match Day 1

Mild weather greeted us on day one for the rifle match, however it would not last long.
The winds were mellow except for an occasional gust here and there. Squads were
assembled by grouping the same divisions together to keep things competitive.

About half way though the match a giant thunder clap came from overhead. There was
some rain but not enough to make things uncomfortable. Luckily we did not witness any
lightning and the rain passed in a few lanes.

Overall the wind was less than the previous years but still enough to make things
interesting.

At the end of the first day we had some close scores in Hunter and WFTF Springer.
Randy Ebersole was leading Hunter with Scott Hull a shot back. David D'Agostino was
two shots up on Dennis Banez. WFTF pcp had Lonnie Smith four shots up on Jessica
Kerndt and in Open Jim Whittlesey was down six shots after blanking Lane 6 due to
having the incorrect zero on his new Thomas.



Mark Tsunawaki shot a 34 in Freestyle.

We had an amazing lunch of handmade tamales from a professional chef and ended
the day with some fireworks from the local fireworks store.

The top score for day one was Randy Ebersole with a 50 out of 56.

Sunday- Rifle Match Day 2

Again we were greeted with some nice weather albeit with a little more wind than day
one. The storm clouds held off and the temperatures were mild, a very welcome respite
from the last few years of crazy wind.

Squads were based on next closest score. Wayne Burns shot the high score for the
day with a 48, three other competitors shot a 47 for the day.

Scott Hull managed to outshoot Randy Ebersol by four shots on day 2, edging him out
by three shots for the win in Hunter pcp. Jessica Kerndt shot a 44 to come within one
shot of Lonnie Smith in WFTF pcp. Cameron Kerndt shot a 36 on day two to edge
within two shots of the WFTF Springer winner Dennis Banez. Jim Whittlesey matched
Chris Merritt in Open pcp after a re-zeroing of his rifle but was unable to make up the
shots lost on day one.

Mark Tsunawaki shot a 43 on day two in Freestyle.

Overall Results
WETF Springer:
Dennis Banez- 65
Cameron Kerndt- 63
David D'Agostino- 60
Mark Weidert- 38

WETFE Pcp:
Lonnie Smith- 83
Jessica Kerndt- 82
Pat Callihan- 57

Hunter Pcp:

Scott Hull- 96
Randy Ebersole- 93
Thane Thayer- 92
Wayne Burns- 91

Al Padilla- 84

Vince Pacheco- 80
Walter Hoppe- 80
John Knapp- 77
Eric McCormick- 70



Kevin Hirsch- 63

Open Pcp:

Chris Merritt- 93
Jim Whittlesey- 87
Ron Jobbes- 54

Total number of shots 112 (two days of 14 lanes, 28 targets, two shots each target).
Thanks to everyone who returned for the toughest field target match known. And

thanks to those who dared to show up for their first time at this match, we hope to see
you brave the wind and terrain again next year.







































